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terminal equipments are connected via a gateway (2) . The terminal 
equipment is used to input an audio signal or a data signal. The 
compression encoding of the audio signal is carried out by an encoding. 
The transmission and reception of data between the gateways are carried 
out through a digital switching unit. 

The gateway is used to carry out transmission and reception of data 
in the terminal equipment. A data for speech signal present in a 
received data is passed to a speech-communication correspondence unit 
which is used to communicate a speech signal between the terminals 
through a circuit switching network. A data communication 
correspondence unit is used for the communication of data packets 
between the terminal units using a packet switching network. A 
frequency band for a speech communication is obtained from a frequency 
band used for the data communication between the gateway and the 
terminal .equipment. 
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